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Connotation characteristics, driving mechanism, and development path of
river basin economy
LIU Zuxiong', JING Xiaodong'*, SHANG Yanguang', TIAN Guiliang’
(1.China Three Gorges Corporation, Wuhan 430014, China;
2.School of Economics and Finance, Hohai University, Changzhou 213200, China)
Abstract: The outline of the 15th Five-Year Plan, for the first time, incorporates river basin economy into
national development planning, explicitly proposes to expand the river basin economic model based on
local conditions. River basin economy is a new form of regional economy centered on water resources,
using the natural geographical unit of a river basin as its spatial framework, integrating water security, water
resource development, aquatic ecological protection, water environment management, and coordinated
regional economic development. It represents a key pathway to overcome governance challenges across
administrative boundaries in river basins and to realize the transformation of water resource value and regional
coordination. Based on the cross-perspective of water resources economy and river basin governance, this
paper systematically defined the core connotation of river basin economy from three dimensions—spatial,
core, and target—and identified five essential characteristics: holism and systematism, interconnectedness
and transmissibility, cross-boundary and synergy, ecological constraints, and multi-value attributes. It deeply

analyzed the dual dynamic mechanism of endogenous and exogenous driving from four dimensions of resource

I f= HE9:2026-05-17 {&[E HH#A:2026-07-20

{EZ B XL, SRTRW, FENFKEREEERKEBRTAR,

BEEE =BG, 8L, TEF, TENEKFREERESRNMESZIHARK, E-mail: jingxiaodong@hhu.edu.cn
ELWH:ERAARFESE FIA (42371312),

'Y :



ST
BY o

2026.14 HEKF

endowment, national strategy, market mechanism, and collaborative governance. Based on this analysis and

aligned with the top-level planning for the 15th Five-Year Plan, the paper proposed a high-quality development

pathway for river basin economy suited to China’s national conditions and hydrological realities, aiming to

provide theoretical support and practical guidance for promoting coordinated development between upstream

and downstream regions and facilitating the realization and conversion of ecological product values within river

basins.

Keywords: river basin economy; the 15th Five-Year Plan; water resources economy; river basin collaborative

governance; dynamic coupling mechanism; value realization of ecological products
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